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Subscribers French opera, 1850-1887 



Subscribers French opera, 1850-1887 

  

1850/51 

  

1858/59 

  

1863-64 

  

1885-87 

  

Nobility 41 35% 16 29% 42 36% 13 24% 

Distinguished of position 

(diplomats, court 

dignitaries, state 

officials, magistrates) 16 14% 9 16% 17 16% 4 7% 

Civil servants & military 

officers 16 14% 9 16% 28 26% 9 17% 

Professions and semi-

intellectual 

occupations 3 3% 7 13% 8 7% 5 9% 

Financial and industrial 

entrepreneurs 4 3% 3 5% 6 6% 2 4% 

Artisans     2 4% 1 1%     

Shopkeepers 1 1%     2 2%     

Other independent     1 2% 2 2% 1 2% 

No occupation/position 53 46% 1 2% 35 32% 30 56% 

=> of which women 12 10% 18 33% 3 3% 15 28% 

Unknown 21 18% 17 16% 3 6% 

Total  116   5 9% 108   54   



French opera, Dutch Drama and Concert Association, 1850-1887 
Subscribers, petitionist as ‘subscribers and habitués’, and 

members 

  

1850/51 

Fr. Opera  

1853 

Du. Drama 

1863-64 

 Fr. Opera 

1863 

Du. Drama 

1880 

Concert 

1885-87 

Fr. Opera  

1886 

Du. Drama 

Nobility 41 35% 42 36% 2 1% 137 21% 13 24% 22 10% 

Distinguished of position 

(diplomats, court 

dignitaries, state 

officials, magistrates) 

16 14% 17 16% 1 0% 83 13% 4 7% 7 3% 

Civil servants &  

          military officers 
16 14% 5 13% 28 26% 86 22% 105 16% 9 17% 38 17% 

Professions and semi-

intellectual occupations 
3 3% 1 3% 8 7% 25 6% 48 7% 5 9% 36 16% 

Financial/industrial entre-

preneurs & merchants 
4 3% 0% 6 6% 17 4% 37 6% 2 4% 16 7% 

Artisans     10 26% 1 1% 91 23% 5 1%     5 2% 

Shopkeepers 1 1% 6 15% 2 2% 39 10% 8 1%     4 2% 

Other independent     1 3% 2 2% 27 7% 1 0% 1 2% 0% 

No occupation/position 53 46% 3 8% 35 32% 19 5% 199 30% 30 56% 83 36% 

=> of which women 12 10% 0% 3 3% 0% 41 6% 15 28% 0% 

Unknown 21 18% 13 33% 17 16% 85 22% 98 15% 3 6% 39 17% 

Total  116   39 108   390 654 100% 54   228 100% 
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premier rang 
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baignoires d’avant scène 

stalles 
Loge à salon 
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balcon, militaire 

Loges grillées amphitheatre 2e rang 
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Average ticket sales per performance, 1830-1864 



Average ticket sales per weekday, 1830-1864 
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Average ticket sales per genre, 1850/51 
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Grand Salon, Theatre des Varietes  

 

De Ooievaar  

Stadsschouwburg 

Théâtre francais  

Hoogduitsche Schouwburg 

Salon des Varietes 

Salon des Varietes 

Theatre Vaudeville Francais 

Salon Van Grader 

Concertzaal Het Park  (Maatschappij Toonkunst) 

Rijksmuseum (Trippenhuis) 

Felix Meritis 

Doctrina et Amicitiae 

Maatschappij tot Nut van ’t Algemeen 
Holl. Mij van Fraaije Kunsten en 

Wetenschappen 

Leesmuseum 

Arti et Amicitiae  

Artis Natura Magistra 

Frascati (liedertafel Eutonia, Rederijkerskamer 1844, Achilles) 

Duitsche Koffiehuis ( Liedertafel Euterpe) 

Odeon (Kunst zij ons doel ) 
Ons Genoegen 

De Hereeniging 

Vliedzorg 

Leerzaam vermaak 

Concordia/Bellevue 

music 

theatre 

visual arts 

literature & science 

Karseboom  
(Amstels mannenkoor) 

Tuin der Nederlanden 

Fransche Tuin 

Theatres and cultural associations Amsterdam, 1850  



  
Felix Meritis 

(symph. music) 

Blaas en Strijklust 
(amateur 
orchestra) 

Caecilia 
(symph. music) 

Salon des Variétes 
Leesmuseum 

(reading society) 
Arti et Amicitiae 

(visual art) 

Artis  
(zoological 

society) 

Distinguished of 
position  

9 4 3 10 5 26 

Civil servants and 
military officers 

4 6 2 1 10 7 40 

Professions and 
semi-intellectual 
occupations (high) 

39 11 9 6 72 10 133 

Professions and 
semi-intellectual 
occupations 
(lower) 

14 15 21 4 26 48 

Financial 
entrepreneurs 

34 4 13 1 7 12 122 

Trade, shipping, 
book sellers 140 77 31 29 109 51 417 

Manufacturers 8 4 1 6 4 4 21 

artisans 4 2 6 7 5 8 53 

Shopkeepers 6 2 10 17 1 9 126 

Other 
independent 

3 25 1 1 15 

Employees - 18 7 

Other  4 2 1 7 4 3 7 

No occupation 7 11 4 1 8 19 ? 

of which women 4 

Unknown 125 126 105 25 436 145 641 

Total 394 249 203 168 671 300 1417 

Members cultural associations Amsterdam, 1850  



Electors according to taxes, 1851 



Felix Meritis, elite concert association 

Salon des Variétés, middle class theatre  
(Sunday performances) 



Degree of participation in 20 cultural associations 
 
9 % of all adult men (57.000) 
 
36 % of electors local council (6175) 
 
78% of electors > fl. 100 personal tax (1746) 
 
92% of electors > fl. 200 personal tax (604) 
 



Felix Meritis 

Eutonia 

Euterpe 

Blaas- en strijklust 

De Hereeniging 

Maatsch tot Nut 

Leesmuseum 

Salons des Variétés 

Caecilia 

Arti 

Doctrina 

Vliedzorg 
Ons genoegen 

Achilles 
Amstels mannenkoor Kamer van 1844 

theatre 

music 

literature & science 

visual arts 

Cultural associations, linked by double membership 
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Space for personal preferences 



Concluding remarks 





Subscription prices French Theatre, 1820-1890 
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