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Scientific Research Group ‘Cultures of 
Spectacle’ 
• Funded by the Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) 

• 2016-2021 

 

• Initiative taken by prof. Roel Vande Winkel & dr. Leen Engelen (KU 
Leuven) 

• 9 research groups from Flemish Universities  

• 10 research groups from foreign universities 

• Connections with heritage organisations and archives with an interest 
in spectacles  



Flemish partners 

• IMS, Institute for Mediastudies (KU Leuven) 

• CIMS - Centre for Cinema and Media Studies (Ghent University) 

• CLIC - Centre for Literary and Intermedial Crossings (VUB) 

• Social History since 1750 (Ghent University) 

• Cultural History since 1750 (KU Leuven) 

• Research Centre for Visual Poetics (University of Antwerp) 

• S:PAM – Studies in Performing Arts and Media (Ghent University) 

• Theatricality and the Real (THEA) Research Group (VUB, ULB, RITSC) 

• Visual and Digital Cultures Research Center (ViDi) (University of Antwerp) 

 

 



Foreign partners 

• CREATE (Amsterdam Centre for Cultural Heritage and Identity), UvA 
• Technologies of the Spectacle (Amsterdam School for Cultural History), 

UvA 
• Media and Performance, Utrecht University 
• Elevated Minds, Leiden University 
• Film Studies Groningen, Groningen University 
• Institut für Medienwissenschaft, Philipps-Universität, Marburg 
• Global Theatre Histories, LMU, Münich 
• Drama and Theatre Studies, University of Kent 
• War, Propaganda & Society, University of Kent 
• Centre for Interdisciplinary Film Research (CIFR), University of Exeter 

 
 



Scientific research group ‘Cultures of 
Spectacle’ 
• An interdisciplinary platform for historical research on ‘cultures of 

spectacle’ (film, theatre, musical performances, science 
performances, dance, circus, variety, musichall…) 

• To prompt collaboration with scholars from different academic 
disciplines: similarities and differences in research questions, 
research methods, research sources 

• Aim: to look at ‘cultures of spectacle’ in an interdisciplinary way, to 
learn from each other and to find ways to collaborate 

• To broaden our understanding of spectacle 

 

 

 



Interdisciplinary approach?  



Interdisciplinary approach?  

Not just a theatre actor  





Not just a movie theatre  



 

Not just a theatre  



Not just an audience  



Starting point 

• Film history and its many connections with other 
academic fields: cultural history, theatre studies, social 
history, economic history, performance studies… 

• New Cinema History: A body of work that focuses on the 
circulation and consumption of film and examines 
cinema as a site of social and cultural exchange 

• Spectacles are not produced, distributed or consumed 
in a vacuum 



Linking existing datasets ?  
• Difficult, even with ‘similar’ film-related databases 

• More difficult: with datasets about other forms of spectacle 

• Only limited number of categories/variables match 

• Variations in data quality  

• Which research questions make sense?  

… 

 

Creating a new dataset as a tests case ? 
• Start with clear research questions & collect data to answer these questions 

• Which period?  

• Which geographical area?  

• Which types of spectacle? 

… 

 



Tijdschrift voor 
Mediageschiedenis  
 

Theme issue on ‘cultures 
of spectacle’ 

 

Articles by Kaat Wils, Kurt 
Vanhoutte & Nele 
Wynants, Kati Röttger, 
Gert Jan Harkema, 
Evelien Jonckheere 



Data Roel Vande Winkel & Leen Engelen 

• Item oriented - event oriented 

• distributors: companies, people, addresses…  

• Theatres: companies, managers, personel, addresses, capacity, projectors…  

• programs: film centered spectacle 

• WWI – WWII  

• no sample 

• Belgium 

• Local press + archives 

• Manually retrieved datasets 

• Excel  

• Data quality 



Programming, Belgium (several cities, several 
theatres), 1914-1918 



Programming, Belgium (Antwerp), Cinema 
Zoologie, 1915-1936  

http://dighum.uantwerpen.be/cinezoologie_v0/html/39_24-12-16_26-12-16.html
http://dighum.uantwerpen.be/cinezoologie_v0/html/39_24-12-16_26-12-16.html


Venues (movie theatres), Belgium, 1940-1945 



Programming, Belgium (several cities), 1940-
1945  



Distributors, Belgium, 1940-1945 


